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SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS

adassociation for the blind






Mr. Liebetrau

The AV Alliance

The Cape Town International Convention Centre
2 Lower Long Street

Cape Town
8000

26 November 2007

Dear Mr. Liebetrau

Gladys Evans, the first South African GUIDE-DOG owner, founded the South African Guide-Dogs Association for the Blind (SAGA).  After visiting the “Seeing Eye” in America, Gladys decided that a GUIDE-DOG was the best way to increase her mobility as a blind person.  In 1953 she was trained with her famous dog, Sheena, in the UK and on her return to South Africa she realised the need for GUIDE-DOGS and SAGA was founded.

Over the years SAGA has gradually grown from training the first dog, Pluto, in 1955, to the point where we currently train 48 dogs per annum.  Since 1992, SAGA has begun training ASSISTANCE DOGS consisting of HEARING DOGS for the deaf, SERVICE DOGS for the physically disabled and SOCIAL DOGS for people with developmental disorders (eg. Autistic children, old age homes and hospices).

Each visually impaired or handicapped person graduating with a dog is only charged a nominal fee of R5 for the dog and R100 for accommodation, whilst in training at our centre.  To train any one of these Assistance Dogs costs our Association in excess of R10 000. 

In addition to the training of dogs for visually impaired and handicapped people, SAGA also has an Orientation and Mobility (O&M) School that trains Mobility Instructors. These instructors are trained to teach blind and visually impaired people the technique of using a long cane as an alternative way of improving their mobility.  

In order to provide these services  SAGA embarks on various fund-raising activities to raise much needed funds, as a registered welfare organisation that receives no government subsidies we therefore rely entirely on public and corporate financial support.  

No blind person that applies for our services would be discriminated against because of their color, religion or gender. On Saturday 21st October 2006, The Availlance company, sponsored equipment at the Cape Town International Convention Centre where we held our fundraiser Spring Ball. If it were not for companies such as AV Alliance our task would be much greater

Should you require any further information or wish to arrange a meeting, please do not hesitate to contact me on (021) 674 7395.

Yours sincerely

EUGENE PIERCE

REGIONAL MANAGER

WESTERN CAPE

eugenesaga@yebo.co.za
[image: image1.png]

